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Angola 


Soviet Briefs Dos Santos on Moscow Summit 
MB0706065288 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0500 GMT 7 Jun 88 


[Text] Comrade Jose Eduardo dos Santos, chairman of 
the MPLA-Labor Party and president of the People’s 
Republic of Angola, was informed in Luanda yesterday 
about the results of the recent Moscow summit between 
CPSU Secretary General Mikhail Gorbachev and U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan. Vladillen Vasev, chief of the 
USSR Foreign Ministry’s Third African Department, 
who arrived in Luanda yesterday, briefed the Angolan 
head of state on details of the results of the summit. 


President Jose Eduardo dos Santos expressed his support for 
the Soviet-U.S. dialogue, saying the Moscow summit was a 
great event in international life. The head of the state noted 
the Moscow meeting opened new perspectives for the 
improvement of the southern African situation. 


The Soviet envoy told Angolan media soon after the audi- 
ence that the summit (?agreed) that there are three main 
objectives that, if met, would improve the situation in the 
region, including: South Africa’s withdrawal from Angola, 
Namibia’s independence, and the end of apartheid. 


Other issues related to the summit were discussed by the 
Soviet envoy in his brief meeting with Angolan media: 


[Begin Vasev recording] The Supreme Soviet leader, Mik- 
hail Sergeyevich Gorbachev, characterized this meeting in 
the following way: He said this meeting enables more 
growth in Soviet-U.S. relations. This is very important 
because relations between the Soviet Union and the 
United States undoubtedly establish the international 
political climate. Therefore, bad relations will not contrib- 
ute to the improvement of this climate; normal relations 
will benefit the improvement of the general world situa- 
tion. We think good relations between the Soviet Union 
and the United States correspond with the interests of all 
countries and of all peoples, not only the Soviet and 
American peoples. This idea is now understood by the 
world. I think that there currently is (?no concern) that 
good relations [words indistinct] between the Soviet 
Union and the United States will prejudice third parties. 
We have shown the whole world that there is no reason for 
concern about the Soviet Union’s policy. 


The results of the Moscow summit are being praised 
throughout the world. The dialogue between the Soviet 
Union and the United States wa also hailed by Comrade 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos, chair... 1 of the MPLA-Labor 
Party and president of the People’s Republic of Angola. 
We are very grateful for the president’s appreciation of 
this visit. [end recording] 
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UK Press Report on Cuban Base, Zairian Threat 
MB0706 102588 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1015 GMT 7 Jun 88 


[Text] London June 7 SAPA — Cuban military engi- 
neers are at an advanced stage of building an airbase in 
southern Angola which is equipped with sophisticated 
anti-aircraft weapons, London’s THE GUARDIAN 
reported today. 


The newspaper said the airbase was situated 30 miles from 
the SWA/Namibian border and was ‘a symbol of the signif- 
icant change in the balance of forces in southern Angola 
which has taken place in the past three months’. 


THE GUARDIAN said the intensified defence preparations 
coincided with an Angolan claim, made for the first time, 
that Israel was training 450 UNITA soldiers at Kamina in 
Zaire, and another by SWAPO’s leader, Mr Sain Nujoma, 
that Israeli military personnel were engaged with the South 
African military in SWA/Namibia. 


Angola’s Ministry of Defense had accused Zaire of 
landing troops near Cabinda enclave, using three Her- 
cules planes, and said that 45 paratroopers were planning 
manoeuvres on the border with Cabinda, as ‘part of a 
vast Zairean plan of espionage against Angola, assisted 
by U.S. specialists’. 


THE GUARDIAN said the use of Zaire for U.S. supplies 
and logistical support to UNITA had been sharply 
stepped up in recent months, and could help to compen- 
sate UNITA for the loss of South African logistical 
support through SWA/Namibia in the event that Preto- 
ria withdrew from that country. 


The newspaper said it was against this military back- 
ground that Angola and Cuba were expected to meet 
South African and U.S. officiais later this week for the 
second round of talks about UN Resolution 435 on 
SWA/Namibian independence, and on the withdrawal of 
Cuban troops from Angola. 


It quoted diplomatic sources as saying South Africa had 
already started to move some of its planes and logistical 
installations from the border bases of Oshakati, 
Ondangwa and Runda, 120 miles south to the main 
airbase at Grottfontein. 


London’s THE INDEPENDENT reported today that 
Cuban officials had admitted that clashes with South Afn- 
can forces had taken place recently 25 miles from the 
SWA/Namibian border and that at least one South African 
prisoner had been flown to Havana for medical treatment. 
But the newspaper said the officials denied reports that 
Cuban troops were operating on the border or that President 
Castro would have claimed control over areas of Angola or 
readiness to invade SWA/Namibia. 


FBIS-AFR-88-109 
7 June 1988 


THE INDEPENDENT said the Cubans claimed it 
became impossible to maintain their previous policy of 
keeping their troops 130 miles from the border after 
South African attacks on Cuito Cuanavale and the key 
railway town of Munhango in January. 


Since then Cuba had moved forces nearer the SWA/Na- 
mibian border and protected them with at least one 
squadron of MiG-23 fighters. 


THE INDEPENDENT quoted a Cuban foreign ministry 
oificial as saying that the number of Cuban troops, any 
limits on their area of operation and their withdrawal, 
were all subjects ‘to be negotiated’ as part of talks 
involving the U.S., South Africa, Cuba and Angola. 


The Cubans insisted that any troop withdrawal from 
Angola must be at the request of the Luanda government 
and conditional on a South African withdrawal from 
SWA/Namibia and on independence for that territory. 


THE INDEPENDENT said the Cubans denied sugges- 
tions that Havana received any financial compensation 
from Angola for its military support. ‘This conflict is 
very costly for us; we even have to send them rations for 
our troops,’ a spokesman was reported as saying. 


Tonha Lauds Security Cooperation With Zaire 
MB0606195188 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 6 Jun 88 


[Text] The joint Angolan-Zairian defense commission 
met in Luanda this afternoon to analyze a number of 
issues related to peace along their common border. 


Angolan Defense Minister Colonel General Pedro Maria 
Tonha opened the proceedings and spoke about the 
situation in southern Africa. He focused on the Angolan 
Government's goodwill in the search for peace for the 
southern African peoples. 


[Begin Tonha recording] Since the eve of the proclama- 
tion of its independence—the representative power of 
the people’s traditional aspirations and [words indis- 
tinct] (?supreme justice}—the People’s Republic of 
Angola has been the target of (?consistent) hostility by 
the enemies of the people and the revolution. 


Our country needs peace in order to develop. Our people 
need tranquillity to achieve our planned aims: the con- 
struction of a prosperous society for all. We do not spare 
any efforts to achieve this end. Our people often give 
their lives for the establishment of lasting peace in a 
climate of goodneighborliness with those countries shar- 
ing our borders. Furthermore, the People’s Republic of 
Angola has shown flexibility and sensitivity with regard 
to the resolution of the southern African conflict. 
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As a result of Angola’s efforts and goodwill, a meeting in 
London among representatives of the People’s Republic 
of Angola, United States, Cuba, and South Africa and, 
more recently, a bilateral Angolan-South African meet- 
ing in Brazzaville, were held. 


We believe that cooperation between Angola and Zaire 
must not diminish now that these steps have been taken. 
On the contrary, it must be implemented and developed 
so that it can bring true and much needed calm to 
Zairians and Angolans. We believe that the desire for 
peace, understanding, and harmony was what led to this 
meeting. The realization of these aims will depend on the 
strength of our commitment. [end recording] 


In response to the speech by Col Gen Pedro Mana Tonha, 
Zairian Defense Secretary (Nikolia Kolongu; conveyed his 
government's desire to improve :elations with the People’s 
Republic of Angola in every field. Angola and Zaire share a 
common border stretching 2,600 km. 


This meeting ts expected to lead to the approval of the 
statute controlling every aspect of the Angolan-Zairian 
Joint Defense and Security Commission. 


Mozambique 


Chissano, Van Dunem View Cuban Presence in Angola 
MB0206 143688 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1400 GMT 2 Jun 88 


[Text] The Angolan Government has spelled out conditions 
for the withdrawal of Cuban troops from the country. 


One of the conditions is a cease-fire agreement between 
South Africa nd SWAPO. Other conditions are that 
South Africa withdraw all its troops from Angola and 
that both South Africa and the United States end all 
support for the UNITA rebels. 


The conditions have been disclosed by Angolan Justice 
Minister Franca van Dunem, who met Mozambican 
President Joaquim Chissano on Tuesday. Mr van 
Dunem said the gradual withdrawal of the Cuban troops 
would depend on the conditions being fulfilled. 


Republic of South Africa 


Ministry Says Talks ‘Must Take Place in Africa’ 
MB0406112288 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1118 GMT 4 Jun 88 


[Text] Cape Town June 4 SAPA — The South African 
Government has proposed that the next round of talks 
on the Angola/Namibian question be he'd in either 
Luanda, Cape Town or Pretoria. 


A spokesman for the minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik 
Botha, issued a statement today in which the govern- 
ment again expressed its puzziement over the Angolan 
Government's retreat from an undertaking to hold the 
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next round of talks in Brazzaville, Congo, and confirnied 
its view that the talks should be held on the African 
Continent. “The South African Government cannot 
understand why ... Brazzaville 1s no longer acceptable as 
a venue for the next round of talks, particularly not after 
there has been categorical agreement to it. The South 
African Government regards it as a slap in the face of 
President Sassou-Nguesso and trusts that the Govern- 
ment of Angola wil! apologise to him. 


“The South African Government is still prepared to 
attend talks at ministerial level in order to continue 
those started in London on May 3 and continued in 
Brazzaville on May 13. 


“The South African Government however stands by its 
viewpoint that the meeting must take place in Africa and 
has now suggested that the talks be continued either in 
Luanda, or Cape Town or Pretoria and has made such a 
Suggestion to the governments of the USA and Angola,” 
the statement said. 


Pik Botha Discusses African Peace Talks 


‘Pessimistic ' During Debate 
MB0606155688 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1SS5S2 GMT 6 Jun 88 


[Text] House of Delegates June 6 SAPA — South Africa 
was not prepared to discuss African problems outside 
Africa, the minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, said 
today. He said he was pessimistic about the outcome of 
talks with the Angolan Government after it had been 
prepared to renege on a firm and categorical agreement 
to meet in Brazzaville for the next round of talks on 
Cuban withdrawal and Namibian independence. 


The question of the talks on Angola/Namibhian problem 
was raised in the debate on his budget vote. 


“We're not meeting outside Africa,” he said. “We have 
had enough of being told where to meet. It is too 
expensive in Europe and they don’t understand the 
problems of Africa.” 


Mr Botha repeated his weekend statement that he believed 
the Angolan turn-about was a slap in the ace of President 
Sassou-Nguesso of the Republic of Congo and said two 
shadows had been cast over the negotiation prospects. 


He also said that the question of Cuban withdrawal was not 
exclusively tied to implementation of UN Security Council 
Resolution 435. Linkage had been accepted by the United 
States and the other parties after South Africa’s insistence 
that no free or fair elections were possible in SWA/Namibia 
in the shadow of an intimidatory Cuban force that could 
undo the outcome of any election. 
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“In addition South Africa’s security interests in the 
region as a whole entitles us to demand their withdrawal. 
We are not stationing forces On our territory that are 
hostile to them or any of our neighbours,” he said. 


He said it was regrettable that the talks venue had beer 
reneged on and it cast a shadow on the possible outcome 
of the talks. “It is causing me personal distress,” he said. 
“It is very discouraging if a negotiating party reneges on 
such a clear-cut categoric agreement On as uncontentious 
an issue such as the venue. 


“Then | must express pessimism that one can come to 
any agreement with such a government,” Mr Botha said. 


“We have now proposed Luanda, Cape Town or Pretor’ 1 
because we felt if Brazzaville is not good enough, their 
own capital should be. If that is not good enough, then 
Pretoria or Cape Town must be.” 


The South African Government did not apologise for 
believing that African problems should be solved in Africa. 


He said there had been no response from the U.S. or 
Angola on the proposal but he trusted it would be 
possible to accept one oi these venues. 


The second shadow hanging over the talks was the ts-"e 
of increased Cuban deployment. “At the time of . +- 
talks, Cuban withdrawal was at the top of the agenda but 
then they increase the Cuban presence, not only in 
numbers but also spreading them over a wider area 
approaching the border. Everyone knows what can hap- 
pen when opposing armed forces get closer to one 
another. That 1s a second shadow cast over these nego- 
tiations,” he said. 


The Angolans were obviously under pressure from the 
Cuban Government. 


There was also no question that South Africa, as some 
reports claimed, had insisted that the next meeting with 
the Angolans should be in Brazzaville. An offer was 
made to the two delegations and both accepted it, he 
said. “Now that the other party reneges, the world 1s told 
South Africa insisted.” 


Feels ‘Disappointment’ in Interview 
MB0606 194588 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1845 GMT 6 Jun 88 


[Interview from the “Network” program with South 
African Foreign Affairs Minister Pik Botha by Andre le 
Roux on 6 June; place not given—recorded] 


[Text] [Le Roux] Mr Botha, today in Parliament you reiter- 
ated that the negotiations on Angola and South-West Africa 
should be held in Africa, while the Angolans have indicated 
that Paris or Lisbon would be suitable. Why? 
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[Botha] Actually, one should ask the question the other 
way around: Why not in Africa? This idea that we in 
Africa must travel to other continents to discuss our 
problems—I could understand if it was a question of talks 
with the Germans, French, Americans, or Portuguese— 
then one could go to them. But this question is an African 
question. The Americans are not concerned whether it 
takes place in Africa or Europe because they supported the 
idea of holding talks in Brazzaville. Angola should sup- 
port the African venue wholeheartedly. 


Now we find ourselves in the strange position that the 
so-called white racist regime of Pretoria is pressing for an 
African venue because we want to meet on our conti- 
nent. The Angolan Government is supposed to be a 
purer African government than we. We have categori- 
cally agreed with Angola that the next meeting would be 
in a place such as Brazzaville. 


It is a great disappointment as far as I am concerned. 
They are under Cuban pressure not to meet in Brazza- 
ville. Therefore, we said if Brazzaville is not good enough 
for you, let us talk at your own capital, Luanda, and if 
that is not good enough, then Cape Town, or Pretoria. 


{Le Roux] But will not the choice of Cape Town, 
Pretoria, or Luanda cause the talks to be called off, thus 
losing momentum? 


[Botha] That is not my responsibility. | have abided by 
our agreement. If there is a delay then it should be laid at 
the door of Angola. Such an occasion is not arranged 
overnight. We have decided in Brazzaville, a unanimous 
decision, after the Congo president offered his capital to 
us Once again as a venue, to accept that offer. From that 
time all arrangements have been made on the assump- 
tion that we would meet in Brazzaville. If they do not 
want to meet there and a delay arises then it is their fault. 
If they do not want to meet in either Luanda, Cape Town 
or Pretoria then we would be prepared to consider any 
other African venue. 


[Le Roux] Mr Botha, precisely, in your judgment, what 
are the Cubans up to in Angola, especially in southeast- 
ern Angola? 


[Botha] Yes, there is speculation about that. All I know is, 
if an important item on your agenda is Cuban withdrawal, 
in other words the withdrawal of these troops, then it is 
ironic to approach negotiations by giving the impression 
of your willingness to withdraw these troops while at the 
same time sending greater numbers of troops into areas 
and regions where they have never been before. It places a 
shadow over the good faith with which Angola is 
approaching these negotiations. 


Sorry, but our suspicions work that way. I have my 
suspicions. These suspicions have been awakened by 
them. It is possible that they think they will be able to 
improve their position at the negotiating table. It is 
possible that they want a political forum in Jamba, the 
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headquarters of UNITA, and will attack m from a 
different direction. It is possible that they want to create 
a military advantage for SWAPO so that SWAPO will get 
behind the fighting lines, use radar systems, and take up 
positions for its violent actions in South-West Africa, 
where it might go unpunished. 


It does not matter to me whether these motives are in 
their heads. The fact is [word indistinct] is not of the 
motives. There should be a spirit of goodwill through 
which parties with differences can find a solution to 
problems on which they differ. They are in fact obstruct- 
ing the solution. 


{Le Roux] Mr Botha, you are not a military man, but what 
is the situation like in Angola for South African forces? 


[Botha] I think you should take what is presented by the 
South African Defense Force. 


On the one hand, you have the position where they say it 
is their country—the Angolan Government says it is— 
and, technically speaking, they have the right to move 
their troops as they wish within their own country. Let us 
call the rest technical points. 


But this is not what it is about. It is about the negotia- 
tions that started in London and continued in Brazza- 
ville, where the different parties showed a new prepared- 
ness for finding a solution. They made it known to the 
world. There is progress, there is hope, there is potential. 
Within this progress you come and behave in a certain 
manner. I would say there is a contradiction between 
whatever is in their minds and the objective of these 
(?negotiations). | wonder whether we will be able to hold 
sincere negotiations with each other unless they with- 
draw to their former positions. 


[Le Roux] Do you insist on that? 


[Botha] No. We have not insisted on it because we 
approach negotiations on the basis of an open agenda, a 
preparedness to listen to the other man’s view so that at 
least we could test whether Cuban withdrawal is in fact a 
reality, whether they are serious. All I can say at this 
stage is it places an enormous shadow on the bona fides 
of the Angolan Government, which is apparently under 
pressure from Cuba. 


[Le Roux] You say under pressure from Cuba. What is 
the Russian role in this? 


[Botha] It is always difficult to assess Russia’s role in any 
negotiation because they may have certain views that would 
have nothing to do with the question at hand. The Russians 
are long-term planners; many of us lose sight of the fact that 
they are long-term planners. It may be possible that, as a 
result of their decision on Afghanistan—that is, to withdraw 
on the condition that Afghanistan maintains a neutral 
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government that would benefit both Russia and the United 
States—with a view to Russia’s economic situation and Mr 
Gorbachev's economic reform policy, Russia may support a 
political solution in Angola. 


[Le Roux] And pressure Cuba? 


[Botha] That I cannot say. If one says such things 
publicly it might be counterproductive, but it may be 
that Russia wants to disengage itself from its commit- 
ments in countries where they are gaining very little. 


We must test this. The test is this meeting; the test is 
eventually our willingness to withdraw—that is the 
Cuban willingness. We have not yet reached that stage. 
They have made proposals, and we have put forward our 
proposals, to which they have made counterproposals. 


We held a tentative round of talks in London. There the 
attitudes were accommodating and plainly visible. 


Now the test will be how substantive this withdrawal 
issue really is. I could test this alone if I went to them and 
said: Here are my proposals. At that stage, they would 
say they are not prepared. They would have been pre- 
pared in Brazzaville, but now they have put a spoke in 
the wheel. 


SADF Considers Citizen Force To Counter Cubans 
MB0606 112788 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 6 Jun 88 


[Text] A Defense Force spokesman has confirmed that 
Citizen Force members may be called up in the light of 
the Cuban military build-up in southern Angola. The 
spokesman told our Pretoria news staff that it was 
Defense Force policy to be in a state of readiness at all 
times, so that any possible threat could be countered. 


A possible call-up of Citizen Force members is a sequel 
to the arrival of more Cuban reinforcements in the 
Angolan port, Namibe, at the weekend, and the sighting 
of troops in foreign uniforms about 10 km from Ruakana 
on the South-West African border. 


The chief of the Defense Force, General Jannie Gelden- 
huys, announced last week that there was a definite 
Cuban advance into southern Angola, and that SWAPO 
terrorists were accompanying the Cubans. 


Pik Botha Views ‘Promising’ Mozambique Talks 
MB0606 163188 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1620 GMT 6 Jun 88 


[Text] House of Delegates, June 6, SAPA — The recent talks 
between South Africa and Mozambique had produced 
promising prospects for border control and development, 
the minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, said today. 
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Speaking in the debate on his budget vote, he said the 
Joint Security Commission would be restarted with its 
first meeting scheduled for this month. 


The real thorn remaining was the problem of Cahora Bassa 
which needed 30 million U.S. dollars to repair damage and 
the security problem solved. There were possible European 
“clients” who would put up the money for repairs once the 
security situation could be contained. 


“At last week’s meeting between representatives of the 
two countries various proposals were made on forms of 
border control and border development,” Mr Botha said. 
“There are some promising projects we can tackle 
together in the interest of all our people.” 


“We are looking at possible forms of economic cooper- 
ation and also in the labour and medical fields. 


“| must express my gratitude for indications that we can 
move ahead,” Mr Botha said. 


Workers’ ‘Stayaway’ Continues 7 Jun 


‘Problem’ in Some Areas 
MB0706075588 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0700 GMT 7 Jun 88 


[Text] Early indications are that a massive worker stay- 
away is continuing. The stayaway is part of a peaceful 
protest called to object to the proposed new labor legis- 
lation. A spokesman for PUTCO [Public Utility Trans- 
port Corporation], the country’s largest private transport 
service, Robin Duff, says: 


[Begin recording] In some areas, the stayaway has 
become more of a problem, and in other areas it has 
eased itself quite considerably. But I think on balance the 
Situation is as it was yesterday. [end recording]. 


A spokesman for the railways says that Johannesburg 
Station is unusually quiet again this morning, but that 
trains are running as usual. 


Transport Spokesmen Comment 
MB0706074488 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0733 GMT 7 Jun 88 


[Text] Johannesburg June 7 SAPA — Early indications 
today were that work stayaways which began yesterday were 
easing in many parts of the Reef. With the number of 
commuters on trains and buses rising slightly. More black 
commuters used the buses and trains on the Reef today but 
an explosion on the railway track between Naledi and Dube 
at 6.40arn caused lengthy delays to train services. 


A spokesman for PUTCO [Public Utility Transport Corpo- 
ration], Mr Robin Duff, said more of its staff turned out 
today and slightly more people used buses in some areas. 
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He said the stayaway was greater today in Springs, and 
buses transported 95 per cent less passengers than nor- 
mal, compared to 90 per cent yesterday. “However, the 
situation has eased in Soweto, with taxis coming back on 
the road,” he said. Buses tn the area carried 70 per cent 
less passengers than normal this morning, compared to 
90 per cent yesterday, he said. 


Mr Duff said PUTCO provided substitute transport for 
trains disrupted by an explosion on the line between 
Naledi and Dube. A spokesman for the police public 
relations division in Pretoria confirmed that an explo- 
sive device was detonated near the Inhlazane Railway 
Station at about 6.30am today. There were no injuries 
and damage to the track was minimal, he said. 


A spokesman for the South African Transport Services 
said some services from Soweto, running 45 minutes 
late, were restored only at 7.23am as a resu't of the 
explosion. She said more passengers used trains today. 
“Yesterday, we carried a maximum on 25 per cent of our 
normal passenger load on routes but this maximum 
figure increased to between 30 and 35 per cent today.” 


Occupancy on trains to Johannesburg Station were in the 
region of 10 per cent from Kwesine, 50 per cent from 
Springs, 40 per cent from Pretoria, 20 per cent from Elsburg, 
30 per cent from Soweto and five percent from Tembisa. 


In the south-western paris of Soweto this morning there 
was a greater number of taxis on the roads, although 
some seemed to be operating internally only. The train 
stations remained deserted with coaches passing through 
deserted. Schools in the area were completely empty. 


Hundreds of people in the east Rand townships of 
Tokoza, Katlehong and Vosloorus walked to work today 
and police were on every street or road to protect them. 


The biggest back-to-work was in Tokoza where many 
people walked to Alberton and nearby Alrode. 


In Katlehong, people stood frustrated on every street as 
police vehicles continued to far outnumber available 
taxis. By 8.30am some people were still trying to go to 
work. Police used huge vans to transport some people to 
an area where they could get transport. Nurses going to 
work walked to the local Natalspruit Hospital. 


For the second day, there appeared to be a complete 
Stay-away from schools in the east Rand. 


The number of commuters in Pretoria townships 
appeared to have increased slightly today, with about a 
50 per cent stayaway being observed without incident 
Few Taxis operated in the larger townships. 


At Atteridgeville, where “very few” taxis were running to 
town this morning, stranded commuters lined rouies. 
Bus and train load increased slightly. 
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Mr Petrus Motaung of the Mamelodi Tshwane Taxi 
Association said about 50 per cent of taxis operated 
yesterday and a similar position was expected today. The 
association had not been “approached by anyone” to 
observe the three days of worker action, he said. This 
had been left up to individual drivers. 


Although some school children were sent home at mid- 
morning yesterday, school attendance appeared to be 
normal in the three areas today. 


Production at all seven major motor assembly plants 
stayed at a standstill today as the National Association of 
Automobile Manufacturers agreed that running assem- 
bly tracks was impracticable because of disruptions. 
Some of the plants are likely to remain closed tomorrow 
holding all output of cars and trucks at a standstill. 


Police would not issue any oificial statements on the 
Stayaway because it was a contravention of the emer- 
gency regulations to give publicity to such actions, a 
Pretoria police spokesman said today. 


“No official statements regarding the stayaway or intim- 
idation will be issued because it is a contravention of the 
emergency regulations to give publicity to the stayaway 
or to further its aims,” said the spokesman. 


There was only one incident of violence reported on 
mines yesterday, at Rand Mine’s Vandyksdrif section of 
Douglas Mine. 


A worker, Mr Isaac Khundla, was wounded in an eye 
after he was struck by “a rubber stopper” when mine 
security fired on a group of 80 stick-wielding men trying 
to prevent workers going on shift, the spokesman said. 
Mr Khundla was transferred from the Witbank Hospital 
to Rand Mines’ Wolwekrans Hospital. His condition ts 
satisfactory and he will not lose his eye, a hospital 
spokesman said. 


The Rand Mines spokesman said all the group's gold and 
base mineral mines were operating normally and added 
that “slightly more” workers returned to work at the 
group’s Douglas Colliery near Witbank today. He said 
there was about a 50 per cent turn-out at Van Dyksdrif 
today compared with 25 per cent yesterday. 


A Goldfields’ spokesman said all the company’s mines 
were Operating normally. There was normal attendance 
at the new Clydesdale Colliery at Witbank which 
reported a 15 per cent turn out yesterday. The spokes- 
man said Goldfield’s head office had 50 per cent of 
employees absent. 


Anglo Vaal reported that all mines were normal. 


FBIS-AFR-88-109 
7 June 1988 


Johannesburg and the east Rand were the worst affected 
by absenteeism on the first day of the national protest 
called for by South Africa’s largest trade union federa- 
tions, according to a survey by the Federated Chamber 
of Industries (FCI). 


An FCI spokesman said while the survey of the country’s 
industrial areas was an indication of worker absenteeism, it 
was by no means comprehensive. It showed that yesterday 
80 per cent of workers heeded the protest call in Johannes- 
burg. The east Rand figure varied from 10 to 100 per cent 
but most companies reported 80 per cent absenteeism. 


Companies on the west Rand said that between |0 and 
40 per cent of employees did not turn up for work. 


In Pretoria the figure was between 70 to 100 per cent at 
Rosslyn and 50 to 80 per cent at Waltloo. 


In Maritzburg, the majorit, of companies reported nor- 
mal attendance but some said that over 60 per cent of the 
workforce stayed at home. 


Many factories and companies in Port Elizabeth had 
closed down for the day, with some reporting absentee- 
ism of up to 100 per cent. 


Figures for other areas were: Bloemfontein between 40 
and 100 per cent; border area 60 per cent and northern 
Cape unaffected. 


At least 90 per cent of Indian shops in central Johannes- 
burg closed yesterday with 60 per cent closed in Pretoria, 
Lenasia and Actonville, a Transvaal Indian Congress 
spokesman said. 


The Chamber of Mines said 9,000 of the industry's 
555,000 workforce stayed at home. All gold mines were 
unaffected except for Gencor owned Grootvlei Mine 
near Springs where 55 per cent of workers were absent. A 
Chamber spokesman said six of the more than 50 coal 
mining members had reported protest action 


One antimony mine and three diamond mines were also 
affected. The extent of the protest action on these mines 
ranged from 30 per cent to 100 per cent. 


A spokesman for Tiger Oats — owners of Bakeries 
countrywide — said there was an average of 80 per cent 
attendance at the company’s more than 250 operations, 
with a few notable exceptions such as the large Ger- 
miston plant. 


The STAR’s northern Transvaal bureau reported that at 
Bushbuckridge, buses belonging to Lebowa Transport were 
stoned, as violence erupted. Bus windows were shattered 
and spare tyres were burnt. Bus services in the Burgersfort 
area were disrupted when some Lebowa Transport employ- 
ees left their jobs, after initially reporting for duty. 
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Bloemfontein’s Jakaranda bus service did not operate 
yesterday and between 30 and 40 per cent of SA Trans- 
port Services employees failed to report for duty. 
According to regional systems manager, Mr Johan Uys. 


Milk deliveries in Bloemfontein were totally disrupted 
and will not be resumed before Thursday. 


Supermarkets were badly hit with about 50 per cent of 
employees failinr to report. Police vehicles patrolled the 
townships throughout the day but there did not appear to 
be any incidents. 


Western Cape Impact ‘Minor’ 
MB0706100288 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0958 GMT 7 Jun 88 


[Text] Cape Town June 7 SAPA — The three-day protest 
action called by the major trade union federation has 
had minor effects in the western Cape so far. 


Cape Peninsula industries affected appeared to be 
mainly food and engineering. Home milk deliveries and 
bread supplies were disrupted and in the engineering 
industry a spokesman for the Steel and Engineering 
Industries Federation (SEIFSA) said the response to the 
stayaway varied between negligible and complete. 


Mr Tommy Brand, a Chamber of Commerce spokes- 
man, said absenteeism in the commercial and financial 
sectors was normal, but in the industrial sector it was 


slightly higher. 


Mr Henry Pretorius, assistant general manager of Dairy 
Belle, said cafes and supermarkets had been supplied 
yesterday and would be served today, but there were no 
home deliveries yesterday and he expected none today. 
About 30 per cent of staff went to work yesterday. 


Buses and trains ran normally with their normal com- 
plements of passengers, according to spokesmen for City 
Tramways and SA Transport Services. 


Attendance at schools appeared to be back to normal 
today after yesterday's stayaway by some pupils and 
teachers. Some schools were writing exams today. 


‘No Work, No Pay’ in Durban 
MB0706090488 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0857 GMT 7 Jun 88 


[Text] Durban June 7 SAPA — Workers in the greater 
Durban area who are taking part in a three-day protest 
against the Labour Relations Bill and the government's 
clamp on 17 anti-apartheid organisations will lose millions 
of rands in wages as leaders in industry and commerce today 
reafi.rmed their policy of “no work, no pay.” 


The director of the Natal Chamber of Industries, Mr John 
Pohl said today employers were standing by their decision 
not to pay anybody who stayed away in the protest. 
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With an estimated 70 per cent of the work force not at 
work in Natal yesterday, and with the trend continuing 
today and possibly tomorrow, workers on weekly wages 
will draw less than half pay this week. 


Mr Pohl warned that employers’ attitudes were hardening 
and that if the protesi went the full three days, a lot of its 
effect would be lost: “A day-long protest is understandable, 
but to stay away for three days is a bit too much.” 


He said while some businesses had a 100 per cent 
turnout, others had had a 100 per cent stayaway: “There 
is no clear picture. Some factories in Jacobs had their 
entire staffs, while others did not have any. The same 
thing emerged in Mobeni, in Phoenix and Prospecton.” 


He paid tribute to the great numbers of loyal workers 
who had braved the danger and turned up for work. Mr 
Pohl said that many walked all the way from their 
homes, while others stayed over at work places. 


President of the Durban Metropolitan Chamber of Com- 
merce, Mr Ivan Dodd, said the same rule applied to 
employers in this sector. 


Just 20 of PUTCO’S [Public Utility Transport Corpora- 
tion] 380 buses were operational today and according to 
spokesman, Mr Ashley Milanese, this was two up on 
yesterday's 18: “There has been a dramatic drop in 
commuter traffic and substantial numbers of people are 
still keeping away from work.” 


Mr Marshall Cuthbert of the Durban Transport Munic- 
ipal Board said that commuter traffic was down again 
today and there was not much difference from yesterday. 


A spokesman for the South African Transport Services, 
Mr Alan Lubhe, said commuter traffic was up on yester- 
day, but below the normal loads. 


While some areas had milk deliveries today, shop-and 
cafe-owners turned up at local dairies to pick up supplies to 
make sure that they had enough stock for their customers. 
Bread supplies were also disrupted as many workers stayed 
away from work for the second successive day. 


Factories in Pinetown and New Germany were badly 
affected but in other areas the margin of stayaways was 
only a little above that of a normal Monday. 


In Durban the municipal transport and electricity 
department were worst off with up to 30 per cent of the 
staff absent. A spokesman for the town clerk's office, Mr 
Smorenburg, said that it appeared that today would be 
much the same as yesterday but he expected things to be 
almost back to normal tomorrow. 


While Natal’s white, Indian and coloured schools have not 
been affected, black schools and several tertiary institutions 
have reported considerably lower attendance rates. 
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Further on 6 Jun Workers’ ‘Stayaway’ 


Minister Threatens Dismissals 
M B0606111988 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1055 GMT 6 Jun 88 


[Text] Cape Town 6 SAPA — The minister of man- 
power, Mr Pietie du Plessis, today warned that any 
stayaway from work in the COSATU protest in the next 
few days would amount to an illegal strike and he warned 
of the possibility of dismissals. 


He deplored the fact that COSATU had not accepted an 
open invitation he had issued to imicrested parties to 
discuss proposed changes to labour legislation with him. 
COSATU gave evidence to a parliamentary committee 
considering the legislation. 


Mr Du Plessis said COSATU had not followed any of the 
dispute-settling procedures set down in the Labour Rela- 
tions Act. His impression was that the protest was not 
only about the labour legislation but that political issues 
were also involved. 


Extent of Absences Reported 
MB0606210888 Johannesburg Television Service in 
Afrikaans 1800 GMT 6 Jun &8 


[Text] The absence of workers today countrywide varied 
between zero and 100 percent. Today marked the beginning 
of 3 days of protest action against the Labor Amendment 
Bill. Our labor correspondent Kobus Bester reports. 


[Bester] The action was launched by COSATU and the 
National Council of Trade Unions, NACTU. 


It is interesting to note that COSATU'’s biggest affiliate 
NUM did not take part in the action. A few mines were 
affected by the day's events. In one instance, security 
personnel had to intervene when intimidators tried to 
stop others from going to work. 


One factor which makes it very difficult to determine 
how successful the trade union federations were in their 
call for protest action is the lack of transport in many 
places. Several bus services were disrupted by drivers 
who went on strike. No black taxis ran today. Many 
workers walked to work, and may have avoided public 
transportation for fear of intimidation. 


On the Rand, passenger trains carried between | and 50 
percent of their normal load. The country’s largest car- 
rier of black passengers, PUTCO, [Public Utility Trans- 
port Corporation] reported that its load in urban areas 


dropped by 90 percent. 


According to figures released by the Federated Chamber of 
Industries and some of the larger small business groups, the 
Stayaway rates were between zero and 100 percent. 
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The urban areas were greatly affected. In the PWV 
[Pretoria, Witwatersrand, Vaal] area, the average stay- 
away was 80 percent. The Western Cape, as reported, 
was only slightly affected. Chain stores carried on their 
normal business with reduced personnel and temporary 
workers. Some services like milk and break deliveries 
were handled by office staff or Sy temporary personnel, 
including students. In some instances consumers col- 
lected their own orders. 


Heavy Absenteeism in Bloemfon. cin 
MB0606211588 Johannesburg SAPA in Englisn 
2056 GMT 6 Jun 88 


[Text] Bloemfontein, June 6, SAPA — Bloemfontein 
today showed a 40 per cent stayaway, prompting police 
to warn against the intimidation of those who wished to 
work, the Bloemfontein daily, VOLRSBLAD, reports. 


A spokesman for Jacaranda Bus Service said the com- 
pany would withdraw its services over the next two days 


SATS [South African Transport Services] regional man- 
ager Johan Uys reported a 40 per vent stayaway in the 
Free State, while 42 per cen’ of the 2,201-strong Bloem- 
fontein municipal workforce stayed home today, accord- 
ing to liaison officer Flip le Roux. But the municipality 
was able to continue its services, he said. 


ESCOM [Electricity Supply Commission] liaison officer 
Sakkie van der Vyfer said worker attendance was 
“normal for a Mondzy” and services were not disrupted, 
while the J.B.M. Hertzog Airport recorded a 20 per cent 
stayaway, a spokesman said. 


Dairy Belle managing director Fred van Niekerk said 
milk deli. -ries in Bloemfontein would be disrupted over 
the next two days as very few employees reported for 
work today. The company would make use of casuals. 


Cafes and supermarket services in the city were disrupted, 
with Pick ‘N Pay reporting a 50 per cent stayaway in the 
province. The company would employ casuals for the dura- 
tion of the protest action, a spokesman said. 


Auto I at ‘Standstill’ 
M B0o006 113888 Johanneshurg SAPA in English 
1125 GMT 6 Jun 88 


[Text] Johannesburg, June 6, SAPA — The output of the 
entire South African motor industry came to a standstill 
today as all seven major assembly plants closed down in 
response (to stay-away threats to production track schedules. 


The National Association of Automobile manufacturers 
[NAAMSA] confirmed that production would also be at 
a standstill at all seven plants tomorrow. Certain produc- 
ers had decided not to resume assembly tracks until 
Wednesday or Thursday. 
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NAAMSA’s executive director, Mr Nico Vermeulen, 
estimated that between 20,000 and 25,000 production 
workers were directly affected. Only salaried staffers and 
admitustrative employees remained at work. 


The closures would halt production of al! passenger cars 
and commercial vehicles. He said the seven companies 
had agreed to shut down output because: 


— NAAMSA had earlier been advised that certain key 
outside component manufacturers feared that supplies 
would be disrupted from today, meaning inevitable and 
immediate disruptions to assembly lines. 


— A Stay-away by only 9 or 10 per cent of assembly plant 
employees would make normal production flows impussible. 


There were dramatic contrast [words indistinct] away on 
the .ndustrial hub in Johannesburg and across the Rees 


The Steel and Engineering Industries Federation 
[SEIFSA] reported that while certain big factorics had 
been hit by 100 per cent stay-aways, others had a full 
labour force at work and operations were normal. 


SEIFSA spokesman, Mr Hendrik van der Heefer, s2:d 
the stay-away by workers in the industrial divisions run 
by Barlow Rand on ihe Reef was almost 100 per cent, yet 
at the Highveld Steel Corporation works at Witbank the 
Sstay-away had been totally ignored. 


There had been stark contrasts in reaci.ons by work 
forces inside many other big companies. The Asea Elec- 
trical Division of Allied Technologies, for example, 
reported a complete stay-away at its plant at Rosslyn, but 
no impact whatsover at its plant in Alberton. 


Inside the Haggie Rand Group, 60 per cent of workers 
had turned up for work as usual at Vanderbjylpark — 
but 95 per cent of employees in Germiston had joined 
the stay-away. 


A SEIFSA survey of the engineering sector found that 30 
per cent of member companies in Port Elizabeth were 
closed down today. 


In Cape Town, about 70 per cent of factory labour forces 
had ignored the stay-away and in Durban about 80 per 
cent of workers in ‘he non-ferrous metals sector had 
reportec| for work as ormal. 


Post Office on Attendance 
MB0606 131088 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1231 GMT 6 Jun 88 


[ Text) Johannesburg, June 6, SAPA — About 70 per cent of 
the Post Office's black workforce throughout the country 
turned up for work today. A Post office spokesman said late 
this morning that workers were still turning up for work and 
that Post Office Services would not be affected. 
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In Natal, inere was no fixed pattern in worker move- 
ments this morning and a survey by the Durban Metro- 
politan Chamber of Commerce showed chat workers 
were still arriving for work by late this morning. The 
general manager of the chamber, Mr Geoff Taylor, sai! 
that his survey had shown that the majority of blacks 
were opposed to the stay-away action. Some companies 
had a hundred per cent employee turnou!, while others 
had ao workers at all. 


In the Western cape, stay-away action in many industrial 
sectors was |:mited and in Cape Town, the City Council 
described the situation as virtua!ly normal. The council's 
building and production section was hardest hit, with a 
12 per ceni worker absenteeism. 


Commentary Urges Labor Stability During ‘Stayaway’ 
MB070605 2688 Johannesburg Domestic Service in 
English 0500 GMT 7 Jun 88 


{Station commentary] 


[Text] Healthy labor relatrons demand that workers who 
have grievances about their conditions of employment 
should have a mechanism, a safety valve, to express 
those gric vances. However, the incitement in some quar- 
ters for a work stayaway this weck goes far beyond any 
fair or reasonable labor practice. Indeed, the stayaway 1s 
patently politicatly motivated. 


Both the proposed duration of the present stayaway, 3 
days, and the frequency of such acuuon — another 
stayaway has been mooted for next week — must inev- 
itably lead to a hardening of atitudes amongst employ- 
ers. There is sufficient evidence to suggest that a hard- 
ening of employer attitudes has already taken place. This 
iS to be seen in the tough response by major employer 
organizations to trade union reaction to the Labor Rela- 
tions Amendment Bill — court action and the threat of 
disciplinary steps against employees, and talk of the 
replacement of workers and of intensified automation on 
the factory floor. 


The seriousness implicit in the hardening of employer 
attitudes underlines the necessity for labor legislation, 
and practices that will adequately serve two purpose — 
the right of the worker to have legal channels through 
which complaints and grievances can be addressed, and 
the equally important right of the employer to protect 
himself and his business against illegal and irresponsible 
labor action by emoloyees. 


The course of action of those who anonymously called 
for a stayaway this week is in accordance with the 
Strategy of those radical activists who want to make 
South Africa ungovernable and who seek to dislocate the 
economy as a preparatory step towards this end. The 
massive unemployment, the tragic lowering of living 
standards and the human suffering that would ensue on 
a wide scale 1s of no concern to those who would follow 
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such a scorched-earth policy. Like the advocates of 
sanctions, they are not concerned with the effect that 
their actions will have on ordinary black citizens 


Their assault on the economy comes precisely at a time 
when there he been substantial progress towards a 
meaningful improvement in the quality of life of black 
communities. Dislocaiion of the economy will impact 
gravely on this progress, and seriously undermine the 
foundations on which further progress must be buult 


Observers repo an awareness of this amcengst black 
communities. Yesterday, significant numbers of black 
workers braved intimidation and went to work, and 
moderate black leaders spoke up against a work stay- 
away. There 1s need for these voices to be heard more 
clearly and more frequently. and to be taken heed of both 
within South Africa and amongst the country’s media 
and other critics abroad. For. in the final analysis, an 
acceptable level of stability in the labor field 1s impera- 
twe for progress in the field of political chance and 
constitutional reform 


U.S. Agents M-king ‘Punitive’ Computer Checks 
MB3005 100088 .ohanneshure SAPA in Enelish 
(007 GMT 30 May 88 


[Text] Johannesburg May 30 SAPA — American Govern- 
ment agents are conducting a series of “punitive” inspec- 
tions of major SA companies to ensure their computer 
equipment is not being used to enforce apartheid 


Up to 30 computer installations, including those of some 
of SA's biggest buc:nesses. are being inspected on a 
random basis each month by officials attached to the 
Commercial Section of the U.S. Consulate. They have 
warned company chiefs that future supplies of American 
high-tech equipment could be cut if such equipment was 
made available to bodies identified by the US. Govern- 
ment as “apartheid-enforcing entities” 


Ameng the listed organisations are the SA Police. 
Defense Force. Prisons Department. ARMSCOR 
[Armaments Development and Production Corporation] 
companies, the Departments of Justice and Manpower 
— and the Regional Services Councils 


Some businessmen have reacted with anger to the 
checks. The MD [managing direcist) of one of SA's 
biggest retail chains, who was recently visited, said: “I 
didn’t know whether to throw the man out or hit him. It 
1s economic warfare.” Another top retailer, Pick ‘N Pay 
chief Raymond Ackerman, whose company has also 
been visited, described the US. action as “total interfer- 
ence, disgusting and hypocritical” 


The U.S. agents are also making random inspections of 
computer installations at government departments and other 
official bodies, as well as computer suppliers and agents 
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An American Embassy official said the inspeciions were 
“punitive controls” intended to deny access to US. 
technolsgy to “identified apartheid-enforcing entities”. 
He said the intention was nit to interfere with legitimate 
business activities. 


He also said U.S. agents had inspected Japanese com- 
puter equipment when they visited OK Bazaars head 
office. “Its quite a strange case. The OK uses Hitachi 
equipment, but it was acquired from an American-based 
subsidiary, so it also falls under the regulations.” 


In tevms of U.S. sanctions legislation, certain categories 
of computer equipment can be exported to SA only after 
approval from Washington and the issuing of a special 
licence. The licence specifies that the user cannot modify 
or reprogramme the software, or even move the equip- 
ment, without applying for a fresh export licence from 
the U.S. Government. 


The official said deliberate infringement of these regula- 
tions would most certainly “jeopardise further supplies”. 


He sad the system “almost polices itself’ in that technical 
assistance from suppliers was usually required to repro- 
gramme or move equipment. “The various companies sup- 
plying this equipment are aware of the regulations.” 


BBC Documentary on Child Detention Criticized 
MBO070608 1888 Umta a Capital Radio in English 
0700 GMT 7 Jun 88 


[Text] The BBC ts to screen a documentary about the 
alleged treatment of children in uetention in South 
Africa. The film, made late last year, will be shown 
tomorrow. It was smuggled out of South Africa to avoid 
media censorship jaws. The documentary’s makers says 
no official reaction was sought to the allegations made in 
the documentary. 


The program, “Suffer the Children”, claims that up to 
1.000 people, many of them children, are still behind 
bars. Details of other allegations made in the film cannot 
be reported in terms of the emergency restrictions on the 
media. The South African Embassy in London says the 
BBC is considering a request for diplomats to be shown 
the film before it 1s transmitted 


South Africa Law and Order spokesman Leon Mellet says it 
1S a pity the BBC plans to screen what he describes as a 
one-sided, distorted film, obviously designed to vilify South 
Africa without giving the government a chance to see the 
film, let alone react to the allegations in it. 


Police 'ssue Unrest ':-s0rt Covering 6 June 
WBO~ 16091988 Johannest sre SAPA in Enelish 
0913 GMT 7 Jun &8 


[Text] Pretoria June 7 SAPA — The following unrest 
related incidents for the 12 hours up io 7am today was 
issued by the Bureau for Information 
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At Orlando Station (Soweto) a locomotive and two goods 
trucks were set alight and extensively damaged, by 
unknown people. 


At Zwide (Port Elizabeth) two private dwellings were 
seriously damaged in incidents of stone-throwing. 


At Williams Farm (Vereeniging) two black men weie arrested 
after an incident in which a bus was stoned and damaged. 


At Ysakane (Brakpan) a group of blacks hurled a petrol- 
bomb at a bus. The driver jumped out of the vehicle and 
it crashed into a private dwelling. Three black men and 
three black women were injured. Both the bus and the 
house were fairly seriously damaged. 


At Katlehong (Germiston) a black man and . black 
youth were arrested after a petrol-bomb was hurled at 
a private vehicle. 


In another incident in the area, a group of black youths 
stopped a taxi at a siop street. Chased the passengers 
away and set t!.c vehicle alight. The taxi was extensively 
damaged. A black , outh was arrestec in connection with 
this incident. 


Ai Nyanga (Athlone, Cape) a number of buses were dam- 
aged in several incidents of stone-throwing. A total of nine 
black women, one black man, one coloured man and three 
coloured youths were injured in these incidents. 


In another incident in this area, a black man was injured 
and a bus was damaged when a peirol-bomb was hurled 
at the vehicle. 


At Guguletu (Cape Town) a number of incidents were 
reported in which buses were stoned. In only one inci- 
dent was a bus iaiiy badly damaged. 


At Sakhile [Standerton) a group of blacks stoned munic- 
ipal policemen on patrol. A shotgun round was lired at 
the attackers and a black youth was fatally wounded. 


At Dambuza (Edendale) a private venicle was exten- 
sively damaged when it was stoned by a group of blacks. 


At Imbali (Pietermaritzburg) a group of blacks hurled a 
petrol-bomb at a private vehicle causing extensive dam- 
age to it. Six black men were arrested. 


At Hammarsdale (Natal) extens:ve damage was caused 
to a number of buses when they were stoned and the 
tyres of some of them slashed. In another incident in the 
area, two black youths were shot and fatally wounded by 
a group of blacks. In yet another incident in this area, 
two black men were arrested after an incident in which a 
shot was fired at a private vehicle. 
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At the University of Natal (Pietermaritzburg) three 
white men, one white woman and one black man were 
arrested after they had allegedly displayed banners and 
distributed pamphlets. 


At Marion Hill (Pinetown) an Indian man was injured 
and his vehicle damaged after it was set alight by a 
group of blacks. 


At Inanda (Durban) a number of incidents were reported in 
which stones and petrol-bombs were hurled at police vehi- 
cles and roads barricaded by groups of blacks. Police used 
birdshot and tear-smoke to disperse these groups. One 
injury was reported — that of a policeman struck by a stone. 


At KwaDengezi (Pinetown) a few incidents were 
reported in which groups of blacks erected barriers in the 
roads. Police used bird-shot, rubber bullets and tear- 
smoke to disperse these groups. In one such incident, 
police arrested two black men and a black woman. In 
another incident, a private v-hicle was set alight and 
extensively damaged. In a further incident in this area, 
unknown gunmen fired a number of shots at a group of 
blacks. A 26-year-old black woman, a 10-year-old black 
boy and a 7-year-old black girl were fatally wounded. 


At about 2.05am a hand-grenade was thrown into a private 
dwelling in Mapetla Extension, Soweto. The hand-grenade 
exploded in the main bedroom killing an 8-year-old black 
boy and wounding a black woman. The house was badly 
damaged. Police are investigating the incident. 


At about 6.30am an explosive device detonated on the 
railway line near the Inhlanzani Station in Soweto. No 
injuries were reported and damage to the railway line 
was minimal. 


Press Comment on Issues, Problems 
MB0706092488 


{Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN: Workers ‘Cannon Fodder’ for COSATU — 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 6 June says 
in its page 6 editorial it does not think that COSATU 
“cares a damn about the workers who may suffer if they 
Stay away from work. They are cannon fodder in the war 
that COSATU is waging politically.” ‘““The three days of 
protest are thus nothing more than an attempt by 
COSATU, the 17 other restricte.' organisations and their 
clerical supporters to make a political statement, to 
demonstrate the power of the radical organisations, and 
to cause the maximum disruption of work.” 


STAR Opposes Worker Stayaway — Johannesburg THE 
STAR in English on 7 June says in a page | 2 editorial: “It is 
too early to say what the cumulative effect of the ‘national 
protest’ will be. It is not too early to say that there will be no 
winners in this ill-considered clash.” “It is clear that the 
Labour Relations Amendment Bil! is seen through vastly 
different eyes by workers and bosses. But the stayaway — 
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and all its attendant tensions and bitterness — will not have 
enhanced whatever chances workers had of putting across 
their viewpoint. People who can !Il afford to lose a day’s pay 
may lose their jobs as well. Employers are losing patience. 
Mistrust is endemic.” 


BUSINESS DAY: U.S., USSR Put Pressure on RSA — 
“To suggest, as our incredible leaders do, that the 
Cubans are mounting an operation against the Namibian 
border maarfofiance of the Soviet Union is surely 
nonsense,’ remarks Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English on 7 June in a page 4 editorial. “It makes far 
more sense to suppose that, with the Americans and the 
Soviets in substantial agreement that the Angolan con- 
flict should be brought to an end, the Americans have 
given the nod to the Soviets to put some real pressure on 
South Africa’s bargaining position. The message, surely, 
is that South Africa will not be permitted to ‘de-link’ the 
independence of Namibia from the withdrawal of the 
Cuban forces, and that the withdrawal of South Africa 
from Namibia is as much a precondition of peace as the 
withdrawal of Cubans from Angola. The solution, in 
other words, requires implementation of UN resolution 
435 for the independence of Namibia.” “That South 
Africa could, if it chose to do so, administer a whipping 
to the Cubans who have ventured so close is beyond 
doubt; whether it would be wise to do so is another 
matter. We might be taking on the world.” 


SOWETAN: Worker Stayaway Time for Introspection — 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 7 June says 
“yesterday's protests brought South Africa to another fork 
in the road: the Government and the employers could get 
tough with the workers who stayed away and their trade 
unions or this could be the start of introspection.” “The 
gap between worker and employer and between worker 
and the Government remains wide nearly a decade after 
the Wiehahn Commission on Labour made its first report. 
The road ahead should be one of introspection, of search- 
ing for real solutions rather than cracking the whip and 
waiting for the next eruption.” 


CAPE TIMES: Nationalists Need More ‘Adapting’ — 
Gerald Shaw writes in the “Political Survey” column on 
page 6 of Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 3 June 
that the October municipal elections are “assuming 
considerable importance on a number of fronts, not least 
because it now appears that the National Council Bill 
will provide that the election of blacks to President 
Botha’s proposed National Council will be by electoral 
colleges composed of the elected members of black local 
authorities.” “The government also intends the council 
to serve as an interim representative body for blacks 
pending the enactment of the new constitution. This 
renders the National Council even more untouchable to 
black politicians and leaders outside the system. Nego- 
tiating a new constitution is one thing. Helping to work 
the old one is something else entirely.” Shaw believes the 
“pragmatic Afrikaner nationalists of 1988 have a great 
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deal more adapting ahead of them” before they “will be 
ready to sit down and do a deal with their black nation- 
alist fellow-citizens of South Africa.” 


VADERLAND: Angola Unaffordable Burden — “There are 
many reasons why South Africa should think carefully about 
the most recent settlement plans for Angola,” says a page 12 
editorial in Johannesburg DIE VADERLAND in Afrikaans 
on 3 June. “The astronomic sums of money spent on 
conventional warfare there over a period of 12 years is a 
burden which our economy can hardly afford. Add to this 
the disruption which the yearly withdrawal of thousands of 
young people from their communities causes, and all the 
help given to UNITA, and one would conclude that South 
Africa should make haste to the settlement table.” “We 
cannot afford A gola for much longer, and the world 
outside knows that as well as we do.” 


BEELD: Blacks ‘Pawns’ in Hands of Other Blacks -— “‘The 
responsible Black Voice has in recent times made itself 
audible over matters such as school boycotts and 
sanctions,” states Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 6 
June in a page 6 editorial. “This is a very promising 
development because only the blacks can liberate them- 
selves from the tyranny of a bunch of hot heads who are 
more concerned with personal gain and publicity than with 
the community which they pretend to serve. The stayaway 
action planned for today, tomorrow, and the following day 
is such an occasion where the interests of the ordinary man 
have vanished to the background and politics have taken 
over.” “The quicker the blacks make it clear that they refuse 
to be pawns, the quicker attention will be focused on their 
legitimate grievances, political and otherwise. Nobody wins 
on the confrontation path.” 


Criticism of Castro ‘Bravado’ — “It is a pity that Fidel 
Castro’s bravado before the Organization for Non-Aligned 
Countries that he would throw a spanner in the works of any 
South African ‘adventure’ into Angola does not impress us,” 
remarks a second editorial on the same page. “As General 
Magnus Malan said, President Castro tries to present him- 
self as a strong man — while his soldiers impressed no-one 
by their ability to fight.” President Castro “wants to be seen 
as the top fighter against apartheid. Such an image would 
give him international recognition. It does not suit him that 
South Africa should become a good neighbor of black 
African countries.” 


BURGER Opposes USSR, U.S. Pressure for Angola 
Peace — A page 16 editorial in Cape Town DIE BUR- 
GER in Afrikaans on 3 June says “just the fact that 
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another round of talks will be held between South Africa 
and Angola indicates that the previous discussions did 
not terminate at a dead end. However, more talks do not 
necessarily mean that a solution is in sight.” It was also 
decided that the two superpowers will “‘increase pressure 
on ‘all parties’ so that a settlement in Angola will be 
achieved more rapidly. It can be dangerous to think that 
joint pressure by the USSR and the United States is a 
guarantee to a solution for such a complicated matter.” 


Criticism of CP White Homeland Vision — ‘The CP can 
simply not escape its vision of a white homeland in 
South Africa,” observes a second editorial on the same 
page. “No matter how appealing it may seem to some 
whites, it is time that the far right wirg begins to deal 
with the realities of this country.” “More and more 
people will have to accept that only the NP has a recipe 
for handling the reality of the black presence among and 
alongside the whites: by orderly settlement, and social- 
economic progress of the former, as well as the granting 
of powers over communal matters for the sake of greater 
stability in South Africa.” 


NAMIBIAN: Lack of Organization of ‘Left’ — Editor 
Gwen Lister writes in the “Political Perspective’ column 
on page i2 of Windhoek THE NAMIBIAN in English for 
3-10 June that “it is with a measure of disappointment 
that one views the ‘left’ in this country: with the massive 
support it enjoys, a greater organisational drive; a con- 
certed move away from petty bickering and in-fighting; 
would substantially benefit the progressive and anti- 
South Africa movement in this country.” In contrast, 
“the minority ‘right’ movement is more organised, 
although it lacks mass support. While the Afrikaner 
Witweerstandsbeweging (AWB) is able to organise boy- 
cotts of shops in Outjo; it appears no one on the ‘lef’ is 
able to do the same.” 


SWABC Lies About Detainee Rights — ““On Tuesday's 
editorial comme:it, the SWABC saw fit to state that 
detainees in Namibia can assert the right to a fair trial in 
terms of the interim government’s Bill of Fundamental 
Human Rights; as opposed to persons allegedly held in 
indefinite detention without trial by SWAPO,” states the 
page 13 editorial. “According to our records over 100 
people (at least) have been held without trial by the 
interim government. These people cannot assert the 
right to a fair trial notwithstanding the Bill of Rights 
which prohibits detention without trial. The SWABC 
owes the people of Namibia an apology for such false 
reporting and commentary.” 


